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Caring students embody school spirit

As you spend 1
ever, you may be wm"pnud ©

students is so close and friendly
that the atmasphe
is wa y
mosphere appareatly  derives
from the history of the school,
which was opencd by a private
family and has developed with-
belp from the gov-

iesses or el
And all of the
Toshimagaoka students  work
very de studying and in club

Be s |~¢un girl” Tomokichi
Futaki, the fifth principal of the
school, often said.

ates from this girls” s
up bearing this phrase. Shino
Takehans, the seventh and cur

The front gate of Toshim,
Seni

ka Joshi Gakuen Junior &

agaol
High School in Higashi-lkebukuro, Tokyo.

rent peincipal of the school since

2013, and some other teachers

There have boen a lot of
changes to the school buildings

since | was learnin but |

Joved and still love this scho
said Principal Takchana. acing
if we hsve many ch

¢ several thi

their cveryday lives. “Be

new moto for the school
Atthis school, which observed
the 120th anniversary of its
fount are
about 50 clubs and all studeats
have 0 belong to at least one.
Same of these clubs, including
the chorus club, the go (Japa-
nese chess) club and the callig
phy club, are known outside
of the school as they sometimes
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Teachers at heart of Toshimagaokas community of learning

These days, To
hiss been showing successful

gaoka

ing every year This perfor-

mance owes much to th

of the school’s teach

ek’ eocation philowophy
For instance, Masa)

only knowl

kcep asking themsclves what
they think by themselves.”

Principal Shino Takehana

Through his classes, students
can develop the abillties 10 ids
sty problems and to think s
pusl

about bow 10 solve them,
Knowledge
from the way of thinking, ssid

1 make it a e 10
posing questions o my

students in my classes 5o that it
will

Japancse-language  teacher
achiko Tox “1want my

onder

Rongo-sho;
fifth principal, Tc
ki, and the J
teachers
from Rong
Cos n(\mu\ a uvll
ings and ideas stributed to the
Chinese philosopher.

Through this textbook, the
students can Jearn how to read

Moreover, they leam how to re:
consider their daily life
derstand bow o five
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

n society
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Miyadaiku carpenter lives Ise Shrine legacy

With a 2,000-year history of
ethnic and religious tolerance,
and embracing diversiy, Ise Jin-
gu, or the Ise Grand Srinc, is
the beart and soul of the Japa-
nese people. Helping to preserve
this precious legacy is the miya-
daiku, a carpenter who special-
izes in building and preserving
Japanese architecture, particu-
larly shrines and temples.

Ise Jingu holds a grand festi-
val every 20 years called Shiki-
nen Sengu, where the two key
shrines, Naiku, the Inner Shrioe,
and Geku, the Outer Shrine, are
completely rebuilt by the miyu-
daiku. At age 84, Kumso Miya-
ma has had the bonor of wor
ing on the Sengu three times.
want visitors to the G-7 lse-Shi
‘ma Summit go see Ise Jingu. Al-
though there are many old things
in the world, Isc Jingu is very
special.” be said.

Miyama became a miyadaiku
‘when be was 18 and experienced
his first Shikinen Sengu at the
age of 21, After his second Sen-
s ot the age of 41, in 1993, be

became the so-toryo, o the
leader of the miyadaiku fo his
third experience of the 61st Shi-
kinen Sengu. His pride in his
work is clearly evident in his
words: “As a mivadaiku, doing a
good job is to be expecled "
Building shrines is very difficult
because of the unique architcc-
tural style called yuiitsi shin-
mei-zukuri. Miyama said they
were building houses not for bu-
mans but for the gods, so they
make surc every part i beauti-
fol, even if it is out of sight
‘When he accomplished his job
a8 s0-toryo, he said he felt a
sease of achievement. He is now
dedicated to training the pext
‘gencration of miyadaiku.

But passing on the legacy ©
the next generation is not easy
because of the changing times.
For cxampk, it is getting more
difficult to get enough quality

While the aumber of
thick and hard trees is decreas-
ing, the size of shrines can't be
changed, so instead of using one:
‘wooden board, they now use two

Kumao Miyama. an 84-yeor-old mi-
Vadaiku camentor

similar boards. Miyama said
that the wooden materials used
for old shrine buiklings are not
thrown away bet are brought to
other shrines all over Japan to
be reused.

Miyama said that be did not
have faith in the gods when he
was young. “However, | ca
become more thankful o the
gods as 1 got older. | am truly
thankful for them because | was
abke to work as a miyadaiku for
49 years and I never had any se-
rioas injuries or accidents.” he

Mie is ‘hometown’ of Japanese spirituality:

Mie Prefecture. the veaue of
the upcoming Group of Seven
summit at Isc-Shima, is the
“spiritual bometown'” of the Jap-
anese, imbued with a spicituality
that transcends differences in re-
ligions, raccs and generations,

ing to Mic Gov. Eikei Su-
zuki.

“Mie is home to Ise Shrine,
famed for a spirituality that em-
braces diversity and allows peo-
ple to live together in harmony,”
Suzuki said as his message from
Mie Prefecture to the foreign
leaders and visitors on the occa-
sion of the G-7 summit

In an interview with The Ya-
‘masho Times at his office, the
formes trade and industry minis-
try bureaucrat said that Mie
abounds in culture and tradition,

Mis Gov. Eike Suzuki (centerl
in addition 10 its natural beauty.
“In the anchent cities of Kyoto
‘and Nara, you can see many his-
torical and traditional land-
marks, like temples or pagodas.
These places are the ceater of
Japan's s visible culture. On the
other hand, Mic is full of invisi-
bic but valuable things,” Suzuki
said, in an apparent reference to
the Japanese spirituality inher-
ent in Ise Shrine’s tradition,
physical structures and teach-

The former bureaucrat also
said that Jocal poople in Mic arc
known for their centurics-old
hospitality. “So many peaple
have been visiting lse Shrive to
pray especially since the Edo

iod. Not a few pilgrims or
visitors had difficultics on their
way because they did not have
much money or food. so local
peaple living along the main
road to the shrine gave them
lodgings and alms. We have in-
herited the cordial hospitality
that we provide to visitors from
our ancestors and cherish it

While emphasizing that his
prefecture is fully prepared to
ensure the safety of foreign VIPS
and other guess during the sum-
mit, the governor hoped that

e ot the entrance of the

said. Miyama believes it is al-
ways betiee to have sincerity and
gratitude rather than dissatisfac-

tion or complaints, “We can't
e the gods, but # all depends
on how we thisk about them.”
be said. “Shikinen Sengu is an
oocasion to inberit not only tra-
ditions but also sincerity, grati-
tude. wisdom and the pride of
conserving Japanese traditions.
The times are changing, but
these kessons will not change:”

Gov. Suzuki

visitors will enjoy Mie's natural
beauty and les atractions, espe-
cially Matsusaka beef, which is
widely regarded as the best becf
in Japan, Isc-ebi (spiny lobsters)
and Ise udon noodles. “Please
don't forget that Mie is a trea-
sure house of delicious food.” he
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